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CONSTRUCTION OF RESEARCH FACILITIES 

The conference agreement includes $73,500,000 for the con-
struction and major renovations of the NIST campuses at Boulder, 
Colorado, and Gaithersburg, Maryland. 

The conferees provide $23,000,000 for safety, capacity, mainte-
nance, and major repairs, and $7,000,000 for the central utility 
plant upgrades for the Boulder, Colorado, facility. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

The conference agreement includes a total of $3,940,000,000 
for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
instead of $3,158,000,000 as proposed by the House and 
$4,141,793,000 as proposed by the Senate. The conference agree-
ment includes funding under the same account structure as in pre-
vious years as proposed by the House, instead of unifying the two 
main accounts as proposed by the Senate. 

OPERATIONS, RESEARCH, AND FACILITIES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

The conference agreement includes total funding of 
$2,872,065,000, instead of $2,324,000,000 as proposed by the 
House. The Senate bill included $4,109,646,000 under a new ‘‘Oper-
ations, Research, Facilities, and Systems Acquisition’’ account 
which included funding for activities under this account. Of the 
amount provided, $65,000,000 is from balances in the account enti-
tled, ‘‘Promote and Develop Fishery Products and Research Per-
taining to American Fisheries’’, instead of $79,000,000 as proposed 
by the House, and $57,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The net 
appropriation from the General Fund is $2,804,065,000. 

Language is included prohibiting any general administrative 
charge against an assigned activity in this Act or the accompanying 
report. An exception is provided to facilitate the modernization of 
NOAA’s grant systems. The conferees endorse the language in the 
Senate report emphasizing the need to expedite financial assist-
ance to grantees. 

Language is also included capping the amount provided for cor-
porate services administrative support at $171,530,000, and cap-
ping the amount available to the Department of Commerce Work-
ing Capital Fund at $39,500,000. 

The conference agreement stipulates that any deviation from 
the amounts designated for specific activities in the report accom-
panying this Act shall be subject to the procedures set forth in sec-
tion 605 of this Act. 

The conference agreement includes, by reference, language in 
the House report regarding the submission of a report on amounts 
planned for line office personnel and overhead, and a report on po-
sitions, full-time equivalents, and salary-related costs for each line 
office. 

The conferees support the intent of the Senate report language 
connecting the NOAA budget with the agency’s strategic plan and 
goals. However, the conferees were surprised to learn through 
NOAA’s appeal in response to the Senate bill that the agency is un-
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able to track its funds or execute its budget in alignment with its 
strategic goals. Accordingly, the language proposed by the Senate 
has not been adopted. The conferees have, however, provided a 
crosswalk for appropriated amounts between strategic goals and 
line offices in the financial tables included in this statement. 

The following table identifies the activities, sub-activities, and 
projects funded in this appropriation: 
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NOAA OCEANS AND COASTS/NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE 

The conference agreement includes a total of $548,788,000 for 
activities of the National Ocean Service (NOS). The conference 
agreement adopts, by reference, language in the House report on 
the hydrographic survey backlog, and on the strategy for the use 
of private mapping services. The conference agreement adopts, by 
reference, language in the Senate report regarding NOAA’s Inte-
grated Coastal Ocean Observing System, including the important 
contributions of the National Data Buoy Center and the National 
Center for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) Environmental Mod-
eling Center. 

The conferees agree that amounts provided to address the hy-
drographic survey backlog on the line items ‘‘North Pacific Mari-
time Boundary Line’’, ‘‘Gulf of Alaska’’ and ‘‘North Pacific’’ may be 
used to contract for hydrographic services in Alaska in areas de-
fined as ‘‘navigationally significant’’ in the current edition of the 
NOAA Hydrographic Survey Priorities. 

The conference agreement includes funding for NOAA to con-
sult with and provide assistance to the Departments of Defense 
and Interior and the Environmental Protection Agency in carrying 
out their responsibilities in cleaning up Vieques, Puerto Rico. 

The conference agreement for the Marine Sanctuary Program 
includes $2,000,000 for the conservation of artifacts related to the 
USS MONITOR, including the vessel’s turret and engine. These 
funds are provided for that grant in addition to the amounts cur-
rently provided for public education, the housing of MONITOR ar-
chives, and artifact conservation. The conferees expect that MON-
ITOR exhibits will reference any support provided by NOAA and 
the Marine Sanctuary Program. The conference agreement for the 
Marine Sanctuary Program also includes $500,000 to be used for 
international marine sanctuary and reserve issues, including, but 
not limited to, the work with the Galapagos Islands Marine Re-
serve. The conferees expect funds will be allocated, from within 
amounts provided for the Marine Sanctuary program, for conserva-
tion activities at the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary Ex-
ploration Center. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, report lan-
guage regarding Pier Romeo and a Memorandum of Understanding 
between the NOS Assistant Administrator and other Federal agen-
cies as proposed by the Senate. 

NOAA FISHERIES/NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

The conference agreement includes $674,199,000 for the oper-
ations of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language pro-
posed by the House regarding continuation of funding for imple-
mentation of a West Coast in-season harvest data collection sys-
tem. The conference agreement also includes, by reference, lan-
guage in the House report regarding the development of forensic 
tools, the protection of consumers from bacteria in raw molluscan 
shellfish, and the continuation of funding for the Gulf and Atlantic 
Foundation for education programs regarding Vibrio vulnificus. 
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The conference agreement includes additional funding for ma-
rine mammal activities, as proposed by the Senate. Of the funding 
provided for Dolphin Encirclement, NMFS is directed to dedicate 
funding and efforts on revising downward its definition of a vessel 
that is not capable of setting on or encircling dolphins to reflect the 
fact that vessels smaller than 400 short tons are known to engage 
in this practice. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language pro-
posed by the Senate under the heading Native Hawaiian Observer 
Program. 

Within funds provided for Habitat Conservation, the conferees 
encourage NOAA to work with the Ocean Resources Enhancement 
and Hatchery Program in California, if warranted, and to support 
the program’s efforts to evaluate the effectiveness of marine replen-
ishment. 

The conference agreement includes funding for maintenance, 
operations, and lease costs of all NMFS labs. The conference agree-
ment includes, by reference, language in the House report regard-
ing future NMFS base budget requests. 

The conferees urge NOAA to continue support for Virginia 
Trawl Survey activities. 

NOAA RESEARCH/OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC RESEARCH 

The conference agreement includes $409,278,000 for the Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Research (OAR) line office. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language in 
the House report on ballast water exchange programs; forecasting 
models for beach closings; coordination of efforts to protect the 
Great Lakes, including a report on mercury contamination; and re-
sponding to the report of the Research Review Team. 

The conferees reject the proposed reductions in the budget re-
quest to continue activities at the fiscal year 2004 level for 
paleoclimate and abrupt climate change research; for social science 
research related to climate variability, including the human dimen-
sions of climate change; and for educational outreach. 

Funding is included in the Climate Research account for Joint 
and Cooperative Institutes for the institutes to continue their work 
at fiscal year 2004 levels. The conferees direct NOAA to fund all 
Joint Institutes on a fully annualized basis for fiscal year 2005. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language re-
garding the Economic Development Alliance of Hawaii, and lan-
guage regarding the Hawaii Marine Invasives Program, as pro-
posed by the Senate under the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language in 
the Senate report regarding the distribution of funds for the Ocean 
Exploration Program and the National Undersea Research Pro-
gram (NURP), including the participation in the Ocean Exploration 
Program. 

NOAA NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 

The conference agreement includes $710,796,000 for the oper-
ations of the National Weather Service (NWS). 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language in 
the House report on weather radio coverage in certain locations. 
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The conferees agree that the amount provided for Air Quality Fore-
casting includes $750,000 for efforts to establish air quality and 
meteorological monitoring equipment throughout the Shenandoah 
Valley as described in the House report. 

The conference agreement includes funding for the Susque-
hanna River basin flood system within funding for Advanced 
Hydrological Prediction Services. 

The conferees urge NOAA and NWS to take maximum advan-
tage of capabilities and services that already exist in the commer-
cial sector to eliminate duplication and maximize the accomplish-
ment of the core mission of the NWS. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language re-
garding the weather radar and office in Williston, ND, as proposed 
by the Senate. 

NOAA SATELLITES/NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL SATELLITE, DATA, AND 
INFORMATION SERVICE 

The conference agreement includes $178,319,000 for the oper-
ational and research and development programs of the National 
Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS). 

Data Dissemination.—The conferees are concerned that with 
the significant increase in oceanographic and environmental data 
collection in Hawaii and the American Flag Territories, including 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, NOAA continues to have inad-
equate capacity to provide timely data and services to the region. 
The conferees urge NOAA to enhance its Pacific Ocean and envi-
ronmental data services and specifically encourage NOAA to incor-
porate the ongoing data management and archival activities at the 
University of Hawaii’s Asia-Pacific Data Research Center (APDRC) 
as a critical component of an NOAA Pacific Ocean and Environ-
ment Information Center. 

NOAA-WIDE PROGRAM SUPPORT 

The conference agreement includes $348,185,000 for Program 
Support. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language in 
the Senate report regarding the NOAA Education Initiative. The 
agreement includes $6,500,000 for the Office of Education and new 
initiatives to improve K–12 environmental, science and math out-
reach and education. Of this amount, $100,000 is provided to rep-
licate the successful ‘‘Science on a Sphere’’ environmental education 
technology display at the John C. Stennis Space Center’s Infinity 
Center facility. The conferees have shifted funding for a number of 
specific educational programs to the NOAA-wide program support 
area. As in past years, the BWET Hawaii program is to be man-
aged by the Pacific Coastal Services Center. The amounts under 
the NOAA Ocean Exploration Program provided under NOAA Re-
search include $1,500,000 to support the Sea Research Founda-
tion’s Immersion Project as described in the Senate report. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, Senate report 
language regarding modernization of NOAA’s infrastructure, in-
cluding the fleet of vessels and aircraft, and the fleet modernization 
plan. The referenced plan should also provide a breakdown by geo-
graphic region, including the Western Pacific. Within the marine 
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services activity, $15,350,000 is provided to ensure the full-year op-
eration of the NOAA vessels OSCAR DYSON, FAIRWEATHER, 
NANCY FOSTER, and HI’IALAKAI, at standard operating tempos. 
The amounts within fleet planning and maintenance include 
$2,000,000 for these same vessels. The conference agreement in-
cludes $1,000,000 for staffing, training and planning for the newly 
dedicated NOAA ocean exploration vessel. The conference agree-
ment also includes an increase of $2,100,000 above the budget re-
quest, and above the House and Senate bills, to offset fuel price in-
creases for all NOAA ships and aircraft. 

The conferees agree that, within the amount provided for Ma-
rine Services, NOAA shall take the necessary actions to convey a 
decommissioned NOAA ship in operable condition to the Utrok 
Atoll local government as authorized by Public Law 108–219. 

Of the amounts provided for Facilities, $200,000 shall be used 
for completion of the Santa Cruz Laboratory sea water system. 

PLANNING AND PROGRAM INTEGRATION 

The conference agreement includes $2,500,000 for Planning 
and Program Integration. 

PROCUREMENT, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION 

The conference agreement includes $1,053,436,000 under this 
heading instead of $840,000,000 as proposed by the House. The 
Senate bill included funding for these activities under the ‘‘Oper-
ations, Research, Facilities, and Systems Acquisition’’ account. The 
conference agreement makes funding available for three fiscal 
years with exceptions for certain construction activities. 

The conference agreement includes language clarifying pro-
curement authorities related to the National Polar-Orbiting Oper-
ational Environmental Satellite System. 

Of the amount provided for Maryland Chesapeake Bay Coastal 
and Estuarine Land Conservation projects, $1,000,000 is for Wapiti 
Farms and $300,000 is for Holly Grove. 

The conference agreement adopts, by reference, language re-
garding land acquisition and construction, including Section 2 (Fish 
& Wildlife Coordination Act), as proposed by the Senate. 

The conference agreement includes language proposed by the 
Senate requiring the submission of multi-year program cost esti-
mates for each NOAA procurement, acquisition and construction 
program having a total multi-year cost of more than $5,000,000. 

The conference agreement includes $2,400,000 for acoustic 
quieting, outfitting and improvements for the OSCAR DYSON. The 
conferees understand that NOAA’s first acoustically quiet fisheries 
research vessel is not meeting its design specifications. The con-
ferees are concerned about NOAA’s inability to adequately address 
this key design element within the original project budget and 
schedule. The conferees agree that NOAA shall submit a report to 
the Committees by January 1, 2005, addressing quieting issues in 
fisheries research vessels, including other vessels in the design and 
construction phase. 

The conference agreement includes $34,000,000 to complete 
funding for the construction of the third NOAA Fisheries Research 
Vessel; $5,600,000 for initial procurement of the fourth NOAA 
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Fisheries Research Vessel which will be homeported on the West 
Coast; and $9,300,000 to complete funding for the SWATH hydro-
graphic vessel. 

The following distribution reflects the activities funded within 
this account: 
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PACIFIC COASTAL SALMON RECOVERY 

The conference agreement provides $90,000,000 for Pacific 
Coastal Salmon Recovery, instead of $80,000,000 as proposed by 
the House and $99,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. Language 
is included extending authorization for this program in fiscal year 
2005 and authorizing participation by the State of Idaho. 

Funds provided under this heading shall be allocated as fol-
lows: $24,000,000 for Alaska; $13,000,000 for California; $2,500,000 
for Columbia River Tribes; $4,500,000 for Idaho; $13,000,000 for 
Oregon; $8,000,000 for Pacific Coast Tribes; and $25,000,000 for 
Washington. 

With respect to the amounts for Alaska, the conferences agree 
to the following allocation: $3,500,000 is for the Arctic Yukon- 
Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon initiative; $1,000,000 is for the 
Cook Inlet Fishing Community Assistance Program; $500,000 is for 
the Yukon River Drainage Association; $3,368,000 is for Fairbanks 
hatchery facilities; $250,000 is for an initiative to redefine optimum 
goals for sockeye, chinook, and coho stocks; $2,500,000 is for the 
NSRAA Hatchery; $500,000 is for Coffman Cove king salmon; 
$250,000 is for the State of Alaska to participate in discussions re-
garding the Columbia River hydro-system and for fisheries revital-
ization; $100,000 is for the United Fishermen of Alaska’s subsist-
ence program; $3,500,000 is to restore salmon fisheries in Anchor-
age at Ship Creek, Chester Creek, and Campbell Creek, including 
habitat restoration and facilities; $500,000 is for Alaska Village Ini-
tiatives to enhance salmon stocks; $800,000 is for Bristol Bay 
Science and Research Institute; $1,100,000 is for the Alaska Fish-
eries Development Foundation; $150,000 is for the State of Alaska 
for fishing rationalization research; $1,500,000 is for the State of 
Alaska for fisheries monitoring; $1,500,000 is for the Alaska 
SeaLife Center to restore salmon runs in Resurrection Bay; 
$500,000 is for the southeast Revitalization Association for its fleet 
stabilization program; $1,000,000 is for the Kenai River; and 
$200,000 is to restore the Craig watershed. 

Of the amounts provided to the State of Washington, 
$3,500,000 is for the Washington State Department of Natural Re-
sources and other State and Federal agencies for purposes of imple-
menting the State of Washington’s Forest and Fish report, and 
$3,000,000 is for the purchase of mass marking equipment used at 
Federal hatcheries in Washington State to promote selective fish-
eries and protect threatened and endangered species. 

Of the amounts provided to the State of Oregon, $1,000,000 is 
for conservation mass marking at the Columbia River Hatcheries. 

The conferees agree that NOAA shall report to the Committees 
by March 31, 2005, on final performance measures for this pro-
gram, including an assessment of cumulative program effects on 
Pacific salmon stocks, and the identification of recovery needs of 
specific salmon populations as a resource for determining future 
funding allocations. 

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT FUND 

The conference agreement includes language allowing the 
transfer of up to $3,000,000 to the ‘‘Operations, Research, and Fa-
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cilities’’ account for the costs of implementing the Coastal Zone 
Management Act, as proposed by the Senate. 

FISHERMEN’S CONTINGENCY FUND 

The conference agreement includes $499,000 for the Fisher-
men’s Contingency Fund, instead of no funding as proposed by the 
House and $956,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

FISHERIES FINANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

The conference agreement includes language proposed by the 
Senate providing $287,000 to subsidize up to $5,000,000 for Indi-
vidual Fishing Quota loans and up to $59,000,000 for fishing capac-
ity reduction loans, of which $40,000,000 may be used for the 
United States distant water tuna fleet, and $19,000,000 may be 
used or the United States menhaden fishery. 

OTHER 

DEPARTMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

The conference agreement includes $48,109,000 for costs re-
lated to managing the Department of Commerce, instead of 
$52,109,000 as proposed in the House, and $55,550,000 as proposed 
in the Senate. The conference agreement includes $1,621,000 and 
12 full-time equivalents for the legislative affairs function of the 
Department. 

The conference agreement includes, by reference, language pro-
posed in the House report regarding the security upgrades to the 
Herbert C. Hoover building, and language regarding office reloca-
tions. 

The conferees direct the Secretary of Commerce, in cooperation 
with the Secretaries of Energy and Labor, to examine and prepare 
a study on the economic impacts of rising natural gas prices on en-
ergy-intensive industries overseas. The conferees expect a report to 
be provided to the Committees on Appropriations no later than 120 
days after the enactment of this Act. 

UNITED STATES TRAVEL AND TOURISM PROMOTION 

The conference agreement includes $10,000,000 for the United 
States Travel and Tourism Promotion program, instead of 
$20,000,000 as proposed by the Senate. The House did not include 
funding for this purpose. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

The conference agreement includes $21,660,000 for the Inspec-
tor General for fiscal year 2005, instead of $22,249,000 as proposed 
by the House and $21,071,000 as proposed by the Senate. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

The conference agreement includes the following general provi-
sions for the Department of Commerce: 
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